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1 PURPOSE

1.1 This document defines the criteria and procedures that the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) uses to extend the MLA among accreditation bodies that are signatories to the PAC Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).
Besides international standards for conformity assessment bodies (e.g. ISO/IEC 17021, ISO/IEC 17024 and ISO/IEC Guide 65) and the specific conformity assessment scheme (e.g. ISO 9001 QMS, ISO 14001 EMS etc), all the main and sub-scope of new MLA programs shall be extended using this procedure. 
2 ReFERENCES

2.1 PAC-ML-004 - PAC Policies and Procedures For A Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) Among Accreditation Bodies

2.2 PAC-EXEC-003 - PAC Documentation Control Procedure 

3 INTRODUCTION
3.1 The Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) is comprised of accreditation bodies that accredit management systems, product or personnel certification bodies, as well as other interested parties. To serve its constituency, PAC has established a Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA), based on the demonstrated outcomes of member accreditation bodies’ operations. 

3.2 The aim of the MLA is to facilitate international trade by encouraging worldwide acceptance of valid accredited certificates, and thus reducing the need for multiple audits.
3.3 The MLA recognizes the competence of signatories to conduct operations specified within the scope of the MLA and serves to increase national and international confidence in the accreditations issued by those signatories. The MLA establishes formal links among competent accreditation bodies in other countries / economies and promotes closer technological ties among those countries / economies.
3.4 A main scope of the PAC MLA may specifically define a sub-scope(s) which is(are) a conformity assessment scheme(s) for specific product, management system and/or personnel based on relevant standards or schemes as endorsed (Refer to Note 1) by PAC and associated IAF application documents, as appropriate.  The membership of the PAC MLA for a sub-scope further provides confidence that the outcomes of the specific conformity assessment scheme (e.g. ISO 9001 QMS, ISO 14001 EMS etc) operated by CABs accredited by the PAC MLA signatories under that sub-scope are equivalent. 
Note 1: Endorsed refers to those schemes and standards that PAC has accepted for the scope of the MLA.
3.5 The standards and/or schemes as endorsed by PAC for the main scopes and sub-scopes of the PAC MLA are listed in the “PAC Endorsed Normative Documents”.
4 CRITERIA FOR extendING the Scope of the PAC MLA
4.1 The general criteria for evaluating suitability for inclusion of a scheme, standard or other normative documents under the PAC MLA for main scope and/or sub-scope includes:
i)
Significant relevance to the accreditation of conformity assessment bodies under the scope of the PAC activities; 

ii)
Sufficient substance to enhance the recognition of professional competence;

iii)
Fulfils appropriate needs on an international and/or regional basis;

iv)
Absence of exclusion which poses threats to PAC leadership in accreditation;

v)
Complementary to or supportive of any of the other standards being currently used;

vi)
Does not dilute the substance of any existing standard under the PAC MLA;

vii) Document must be produced by an international consensus process which include all relevant interested parties);

viii) Standard and/or scheme shall be publicly available.
4.2 A precondition for extending the PAC MLA shall be that an international standard for accreditation of conformity assessment bodies has been developed and published which contains requirements applicable to the types of conformity assessment bodies other than those covered by the existing main scopes.
5 PROCESS For EXTENDING THE SCOPE OF THE PAC MLA

5.1 Any PAC member that wishes to extend the PAC MLA shall complete the Application to Extend the MLA form (Annex B) and submit it to the PAC Secretariat. The application shall be reviewed by the MLA Management Committee and discussed by the MLA Group. The MLA Group shall evaluate the suitability of the proposal against this document. If the MLA Group decides not to endorse the proposal, it may request further supplementary information, or reject the proposal outright. A new proposal to extend the PAC MLA shall have the support of at least three Accreditation bodies.
5.2 Based on the approval and resolutions for the new MLA main/subscope extension from the MLA Group meeting, the Executive Committee shall take appropriate action. The Executive Committee shall request the Technical Committee and MLA Management Committee to study the need for developing any specific application documents and additional documents for peer evaluation if needed. Technical Committee and MLA Management Committee may establish WG to develop the required documentation/tools. The Technical Committee and MLA Management Committee should also consider jointly the need for training on application documents, the competence of peer evaluators and the process to be undertaken by the MLA Management Committee in response to applications for an extension; e.g. onsite evaluation and witnessing
5.3 Outputs from the Technical Committee and MLA Management Committee for expanding the PAC MLA, which may include a main scope and/or sub-scope, shall be approved in accordance with PAC-EXEC-003. 

5.4 Once all the documentation and training has been developed, the extension to the MLA may be launched.
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ANNEX B
APPLICATION TO EXTEND THE PAC MLA
	Name of new program 
	


	Body submitting the proposal

	Name of the body
	

	Name of representative
	

	Date of submission
	


	Brief explanation of reason(s) for extension (e.g. requested by APEC, market demand, trade facilitation, benefits for PAC)

	


	Applicable Standards and/or Schemes to implement the proposed extension

	AB requirements (e.g. ISO/IEC17011)
	

	Main scope 

(CB accreditation standard, e.g ISO/IEC 17021 )
	

	Sub-scope 1 

(CB accreditation standard – sector specific)
	

	Sub-scope 2 (Certification standard)
	


	PAC Members operating the proposed standard and/or scheme

	Number of PAC members
	

	Name of PAC members
	


	Requested Implementation Time Frame

	Proposed Launch Date
	


	Supporters of the scheme (*)

	Name of supporter body 1
	

	Name of representative
	

	

	Name of supporter body 2
	

	Name of representative
	

	

	Name of supporter body 3
	

	Name of representative
	

	(*)Note: If the applicant is an AB it must have the support of two additional ABs. If the applicant is not an AB, it must have the support of three ABs. 


	Endorsement by MLA Group (Step 1)

	MLA Group
	Yes/No

	If not endorsed, reason for rejection
	

	Date
	

	Implementation Time-frame
	


	Endorsement by Members (Step 2)

	Members
	Yes/No

	If not endorsed, reason for rejection
	

	Date
	

	Implementation Time-frame
	


PAC launches new MLA program.





Outputs must be approved by PAC members





TC develops the specific technical documents (if required)





MLA MC develops application & additional document for PE (if required)





EC actions MLA Group resolution








Request for Extension form is submitted to Secretariat & reviewed by MLA MC





MLA Group considers application and endorses (or not)
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