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	PAC Mission:  To represent the interests of Asia-Pacific economies nationally, regionally and internationally in the area of certification body accreditation and related activities, in support of APEC, IAF and WTO/TBT aims and objectives.


PAC COMMUNIQUE – JULY 2008
PAC 15th Plenary a Great Success: The 15th Plenary meetings of PAC were held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 21 to 27 June 2008.  More than 70 representatives from PAC Members, certification bodies, industry, fellow regional accreditation groups and other interested parties attended the meetings.  PAC extends a warm thank you to STANDARDS MALAYSIA for their hard work, superb arrangements and warm hospitality in hosting the meetings at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre.

Opening Ceremony and Seminar:  This session was hosted by STANDARDS MALAYSIA and was attended by over 70 delegates representing government, industry, regulators, end users, accreditors and certification bodies.  After the official opening of the 15th PAC Plenary meetings by Dato Abdul Hanan, Secretary General, Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation, five very interesting presentations followed, covering such diverse issues as the benefits of accredited certification to consumers and the possible impact on trade of the new European accreditation policy.  Our thanks go to STANDARDS MALAYSIA for hosting the session and to the speakers: Mr. Amargit Singh of SGS (Malaysia) Sdn.Bhd, Ms. Ratna Devi Nadarajan of the Malaysian Association of Standards Users (MASU), Mr. S. Krishnarajah from the Federation of Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM), Dr Lorenzo Thione, Chair, European co-operation for Accreditation (EA), and Mr. Bilal Anwar of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  Ir. Mah Lok Abdullah, Chair, Malaysian National Accreditation Committee, chaired a lively Q & A session at the end of the seminar.
Open Forum and Strategic Planning Session:  Convened by Ms Elva Nilsen (SCC Canada), the PAC Chair, the afternoon of 23 June saw vigourous discussion on proposed strategic directions for PAC.  Delegates split into six groups to brainstorm and prioritise issues covering membership, funding, promotion, increased regional and international recognition, increased member participation, expanding PAC MLA programs and maintaining PAC’s regional specific focus.  A series of recommendations arising from the forum will be further discussed by the PAC Executive Committee and an implementation plan delivered to members.
Technical Committee:  The PAC Technical Committee, chaired by Ms Joan Brough-Kerrebyn (SCC Canada), met during the week to review progress made with PAC initiatives as well as IAF and CASCO projects. Issues included Implementation of the IAF Cross Frontier Policy, closer cooperation with IAAC, consultancy vs certification in government tenders and client transfer within the CB community.  

Discussions were enriched by perspectives provided by other regional representatives including Pat Paladino, Chair of the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC), Lorenzo Thione, Chair of EA, and Helen Liddy, Secretary of the Asia-Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC).

Training Activities: An Experienced Peer Evaluators Workshop held during the meetings was well attended, with PAC peer evaluators discussing issues of harmonisation of understanding, as well as specific items arising from recent PAC peer evaluations. The session was convened by Mr Phua Kim Chua (SAC Singapore).

A course on ISO/IEC 17024 Conformity Assessment – General Requirements for Bodies Operating Certification of Persons was also held during the week. This course was hosted by Dr Roy Swift (ANSI USA) and was held over two days.  Feedback from more than 50 participants was extremely positive and our thanks go to Roy for conducting such an important and well-received course.

Developing Programs Committee:   This Committee chaired by Mr B Venkataraman (NABCB India) also met during the week, and discussed training priorities for PAC over the next 3 years, as well as possible sources of funding.  Dr Ulrich Diekmann of Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB) made a very interesting presentation on the operations of PTB.  

Delegates agreed that training priorities for 2009 include Food Safety Management Systems (FSMS), Auditor Competence and Greehouse Gases (GHG).  One of these courses will be offered during the 2009 Plenary and further information on all courses will be posted on the PAC website, as it becomes available.

Communications & Marketing Committee:   Mr Lane Hallenbeck (ANSI USA) chaired this meeting, which discussed current and future promotional initiatives for PAC.  Members noted the new PAC brochure and letter introducing PAC activities to government and regulators and agreed that the PAC promotional DVD should be updated and reissued as soon as possible after the meetings.  The second issue of the PAC newsletter will be published electronically in the next quarter and interested parties are welcome to contact the PAC Secretary to be added to the newsletter distribution list.  The re-vamped PAC website was also launched during the meetings and will go live by the end of July at www.apec-pac.org.

PAC Membership: PAC was pleased to welcome the Dubai Accreditation Centre - DAC (Dubai) as its latest Full Member during the Official Dinner held on 26 June.  Following the recent transfer of IAS (Iran), NABCB (India) and PNAC (Pakistan) from Associate to Full Membership during the meetings, the number of PAC Members is currently 24, with 22 Full Members and 2 Associate Members. 
PAC Executive Committee: Elections held during the Plenary unanimously returned the following EC members for a further 3 year term: PAC Chair - Ms Elva Nilsen (SCC Canada), Vice Chair - Mr Shinichi Iguchi (JAB Japan), and Full Members Mr B Venkataraman (NABCB India) and Mr Xiao Jianhua (CNAS PR China).  Mr Lane Hallenbeck (ANSI USA) was also elected, as a Full Member representative on the Executive, to fill the vacancy created by Mr Tony Craven’s (JAS-ANZ Australia & New Zealand) resignation in late 2007.  

Associate Member representative Mr Roberto Lorenzoni of the Asian Accredited Certification Body Federation (AACBF) and Full Member representative Mr Ridzwan Kasim (STANDARDS MALAYSIA) comprise the other two members of the EC, supported by Secretary, Ms Belinda Mort.

PAC MLA Activities:  The PAC MLA Management Committee (MLAMC) and MLA Group both met during the week to discuss issues related to the PAC Peer Evaluation process.  Following a unanimous vote at the MLA Group meeting, CNAS (PR China) joined the PAC MLA for Product at the Official Dinner on 26 June.  

· Product: Members of the PAC MLA for Product are: JAS-ANZ (Australia and New Zealand), SCC (Canada), CNAS (PR China), KAS (Rep. of Korea), ema (Mexico), SAC (Singapore), TAF (Chinese Taipei), and ANSI (USA), a total number of eight signatories with several others currently being processed. 

· Environmental Management Systems (EMS): There are currently 12 signatories to the PAC MLA for EMS being: JAS-ANZ (Australia and New Zealand), SCC (Canada), CNAS (PR China), NABCB (India), KAN (Indonesia), JAB (Japan), KAB (Korea), STANDARDS MALAYSIA (Malaysia), ema (Mexico), PAO (Philippines), NAC (Thailand) and TAF (Chinese Taipei) 
· Quality Management Systems (QMS):  There are currently 15 signatories to the PAC MLA for QMS, being: JAS-ANZ (Australia & New Zealand), SCC (Canada), CNAS (PR China), HKAS (Hong Kong, China), NABCB (India), KAN (Indonesia), JAB (Japan), KAB (Korea), STANDARDS MALAYSIA (Malaysia), ema (Mexico), PAO (Philippines), SAC (Singapore), NAC (Thailand), TAF (Chinese Taipei) and BoA (Vietnam).
The PAC MLA Group also recommended to the Plenary that the current MLAs be expanded to include Food Safety Management Systems (FSMS), Information Security Management Systems (ISMS) and Certification of Persons.  The PAC Plenary unanimously endorsed the PAC MLAMC and Technical Committee to progress the development of these three new MLAs.
Further information on PAC and PAC activities is available on our Website – www.apec-pac.org or by contacting the PAC Secretary, Ms Belinda Mort at Ph +612 6345 5828 or email pacsecr@email.com 
Full Members of PAC:

	JAS-ANZ (Australia & New Zealand)
	SCC (Canada)

	CNAS (PR China)
	DAC (Dubai)

	HKAS (Hong Kong, China)
	NABCB (India)

	KAN (Indonesia)
	IAD (Iran)

	JAB (Japan)
	JASC (Japan)

	JIPDEC (Japan)
	KAB (Korea)

	KAS (Korea)
	STANDARDS MALAYSIA (Malaysia)

	ema (Mexico)
	PNAC (Pakistan)

	PAO (Philippines) 
	SAC (Singapore)

	TAF (Chinese Taipei)
	NAC (Thailand)

	ANSI (USA)
	STAMEQ (Vietnam)


Associate Members of PAC:

	AACBF (Asian Accredited Certification Bodies Federation)
	IIOC (The Independent International Organisation for Certification)
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